RESTORATION

By the year 2017 this 24ha property will be a very
different place from the dairy farm it is today

Bold restoration plan will
see 80,000 trees planted on
a private Kaipara property

UE HAVEN, owned by Thomas and Mahrukh Stazyk, is a
24ha former dairy & beef farm overlooking the Kaipara
Harbour at Araparera about an hour’s drive north of Auckland.

About 5ha is already covered in Mahrukh
| native forest and wetlands, but the ~and Thomas
| Stazyks plan to plant more than viewit.‘,o’ :ZZ
80,000 trees over the next seven Kaipara
years to create a forest ecosystem Below: th
. . elow: the
by restoring the connections be- cowshed
tween the forest remnants. now
In the long term they see itasa  converted
reserve and retreat where visitors {0 @ nursery

can relax and enjoy the forest and
bird life. They intend to covenant
the property with the QEII Trust in
order to protect it into perpetuity
for the community to enjoy.

The restoration plan was con-
ceived by the Stazyks with the ‘in-
valuable’ assistance of ecologist
Rodney Straka, of Scrub Consult-

Left & Below: the first memorial
plantings of kahikatea in the
wetland area
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away either in NZ
or overseas, re-
cently or long
ago. So far there
have been four
memorial plant-
ings and an addi-
tional 15 are
scheduled.
Presently, they
have chosen to
plant kahikatea
(Dacrycarpus dacrydioides) as the
memorial trees, especially as they
are starting in the wetland area.

ready planted about 9,000 trees
and hope to plant a further 17,000
this year. All trees are eco-sourced
from Scrub Growers.

In 2009, they decided to incor-
porate into the CUE Haven plan
memorial tree plantings for people

ants Ltd, and funding from
DoCs Biodiversity Advice Fund.

The plan originally provided
for the ecological restoration of
the property to be completed
by 2024. However, the Stazyks
are keen to see it completed by
2017 so “we can enjoy a reveg-
etated CUE Haven before we
are too old!”

“These are very slow growing
and so we get about 5 year-old eco-
sourced trees. Although these are
only about a metre high, they are
New Zealand’s tallest native trees,
growing to 50
metres or more,
and can live sev-

who want a living memorial to

loved family members and friends

With the assistance
of school groups, vol-

unteers, Rodney Stra- eral hundred
ka’s Scrub Growers years.”
nursery in Waitoki As the canopy is

and with some fund-
ing from the Rodney
District Council and

established, other
trees such as kau-

protected
bush frag-
ments like

New

plantings

will join
existing

this one .

propagate their own seedlings for
future plantings. The nursery in-
cludes planting and propagation
tables, a hardening area, an irriga-
tion system for seedlings and
young plants and storage facilities.

They also have a possum and
pest control programme in place
and recently made improvements
to an old cattle race on the prop-
erty to provide easier access for
volunteers and planting teams.

The word ‘CUE’ in the property’s
name was chosen because of its
connotations of a mental stimulus,
a motion to begin or a course of
action. Thomas and Mahrukh hope
the experience at CUE Haven will
“provide people who visit with a
stimulus to embark on a journey
to cultivate understanding and en-
lightenment.”

For more information see www.
cuehaven.com
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signature plants

* Specialising in native revegetation and landscape plants includ-
ing wetland plants.

* High quality plants with excellent service and good value

* Our own 10cm pot grade plants, "Not to big, Not to smalll"
good for low mortality and ease of handling

o We recycle our pots and trays for a better environment
* Ecosourced material for Manukan, Waitakere, and Rodney
* Call us about contract growing for special projects

* Assorted large grades for residential
and commercial landscapes

* Always happy to work towards meeting
each individunal customer's needs

* Contact us any time

the Auckland Region- ri and rimu will Signature Plants
al Council, Thomas also be planted. Manager: Cary Middeldorf
and Mahrul;h have al- The disused PH: 09 814 9135
milking shed is FX: 09 814 9136
Some of the I_Deing converted Email: signatureplants@xtra.co.nz
hundreds of plants into a nursery so 703 West Coast Road, Oratia

ready for planting the Stazyks can | \_ )
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